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TOE SaIiNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^ ^ ^ ^ m> , . ,„,,„ „„„.„ « 

" eame?patentTe 8 rm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

St3t !l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13^2001- 

' owra This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. prosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 12 Claim(s) L4Q is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claims) ___ is/are withdrawn from cons.derat.on. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 12 Claim(s) 140 is/are rejected. 
7^n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D o**» __■» restri * n requirernem - 

Application Papers 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are. aju 37 c(rR 1 85(a) 

App-tmay^^^ 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U appr 

} lf a PP Ld, corrected drawing are retired in rep.y to this Office act,o, 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 .„ ||<;C 5 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

13) n Acknowledgment Is made of a Calm for foreign pnonty under 35 U.S.C. | 

aOAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

,□ Ce«edoo^esofmepnomydoou m en,shaveboenrece,ved. 

2 ,p Ce«ed copies o, the *oht y — have been ,ece,v* ^Ap^on N ^ 

3 Q copies o. the ce«ed copies of the PgJ^^TwT 
U application from the International Bureau (PCT ™ e ^ ^ 
• see the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified cop a , application) 

Attachment(s) g |ntervjew Summar y (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

1> S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) g Notice of lnforma l Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 

3 y information Disciosure Statements) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . ) U 
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, Claims 26-28, 3 and 32 are objected ,o under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of 
„< dependent form for failing to further limit me subject matter of a previous 

25. 

,,,„(i r ioVa1 which forms the basis for all 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wnic 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

u, section 102 of this title, if the ^^.^^e ton obvious at the time the invenOon was 
^negatived b, the manne, m whtch *e invention was made. 

3 Claims 1,3-5, 7-14, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Al.gu.in in view of Chung et a.. . Aug* disc.ose (see co.. 2 hue 39 
mrough col. 5 line 12) a process for removing phosphate from an aqueous stream 

^organic conoid and a focculant tome stream. Chung et al. disclose (see col. 2 
Une 35 through col. 5 line 53) that it is known in die artto add Wants, anionic 
.organic colloids, and metal salts, to « aqueous stream derived from food processing, to 
aid n, coagulating and fiocculatrng precipitated solids from the stream. It would have 
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bee „ obvious ,o one sKrl.ed in the art to modify the process of Allgutin by addition of the 
re ci,ed anion* inorganic colioid and flocculan, in v,ew of the teachings of Chung e, al., 
t0 aid in coagulating and donating precipitated soUds from the stream. The spec.frc 
pH utilized wouid have been an obvious matter of process optimization to one skilled » 

m e art, depending on me specific a qu eous stream treated and results desired, absent a 

sufficient showing of unexpected results. 

4 Chums 2-4, 6-.4, and 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Allgulin in vrew of Chung et a., as above, and further in view of 
Uurent e. al.. The claims differ from the references as applied above by reciting that tire 
covered flocculated mass is used as a nutnen. source. Lauren, e, al. disclose (see col. 2 
Vme 30 through col. 3 ime 64) that it is known in the art to utilize a recovered flocculated 
stodg e from a food processing waste streams as animal feed. It would have been obvrous 
t0 „„e skrlled m fhe art to modify the references as applied above by utiHzing the recited 
flocculated mass as a nutrient source m view of me teachings of Lauren, e, a.., to aid in 
disposal of the flocculated mass. 

5. Cla-ms 15, 16, 19, 22-24, and 34 are rejeCed under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as berng 
unparemab.e over AyuKawa in view of Monicfc e, a... Ayukawa disclose (see col. 2 line 
35 through col. 7 lme 65, and Example 32) a process for removmg phosphate from an 
aq ueo„s srream substantially as claimed. The claims differ from Ayufcawa by reciting me 
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addition of a flocculan, and anionic inorgamc colloid to the stream. Monick et al. 
disc.ose (see col. 3 line 15 through col. 8 line ) mat it is known m the art to add 
flocculants, anioruc rnorganic colloids, and metal salts, to an aqueous stream containing 
phosphate, to aid in coagulating and flocculating precpitated solids from the stream. I. 
would have been obvious to one skil.ed m the art to modify the process of Ayukawa by 
addition of me recited flocculant and anronic inorgamc colloid in view of me teachings of 
Monick et al., to aid m coagulating and flocculating precipitated solids from the stream. 
The specrfic pH utilized would have been an obvious matter of process optimization to 
one skilled in the art, depending on tire specific aqueous stream treated and results 
desired, absent a sufficient showing of unexpected results. 

6. Claims 17, 18, 20-22, and 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ayukawa in view of Momck et al. as above, and further in view of 
Laurent e, al. The claims differ from the references as applied above by reciting mat me 
recovered flocculated mass is used as a nutnent source. Laurent e. al. disclose (see col. 2 
Une 30 through col. 3 line 64) mat it ts known in the art to utilize a recovered flocculated 
shrdge from a food processing waste streams as animal feed. I, would have been obvious 
,o one skilled in the art to modify the references as applied above by utilizing the recited 
flocculated mass as a nutrient source in view of the teachings of Lauren, e, al., to aid in 
disposal of the flocculated mass. 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
exammer should be directed to Peter A. Hruskoci whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 AM 



to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. David Simmons, can be reached on (703) 308-1972. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 872-93 10 (non-after finals) and 703-872-93 1 1 after finals. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 




Neter A. Hruskoci 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 



P. Hruskoci 
March 25, 2002 



